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Government with a view to allowing them a safe conduct
to Germany. They gave their assurances that nobody had
come to harm in the abortive putsch. They were prudently
silent over the fact that Dr. Dollfuss had died as a result of
two bullets fired from the revolver of a putschist.
Naturally the German Government was well aware of all
the putsch plans of the National Socialists. They had, in
fact, been worked out largely in collaboration with the Party
leaders in Berlin. But the Government could only have
acknowledged the putsch if it had been successful, and since
it had miscarried all that they were interested in was denying
that they had ever had any connection with the putschists.
It was therefore in the highest degree embarrassing to the
German Government when their envoy* Dr. Rieth, who had
previously negotiated on several occasions with the putschists,
offered them his services now. Dr. Rieth made his way in
person to the Austrian Chancellery, first negotiated with the
putschists, and then with the representatives of the Austrian
Government. Finally, with his co-operation an agreement
was signed whereby the insurgents were given free egress on
condition that no deed of violence had been committed by
them.
Only when the Austrian executive re-entered the Chan-
cellery and the insurgents had been escorted off was it
discovered that the agreement with Dr. Rieth was null and
void, since Dr. Dollfuss had been shot, and for absolutely
no reason.
In the eyes of his superiors in Berlin Dr. Rieth had doubly
incriminated himself. In the first place, his intervention
had proved that the German Government was holding a
protective hand over the murderers. Secondly, he had
made an agreement which he knew a prim could not be
fulfilled because one of the conditions precedent was lacking.
These were certainly sufficient grounds for the recall of
Dr. Rieth from Austria, where he had already played a
very ambiguous .role.
The German Government went even further. The
moment Hitler learnt of, the failure of the putsch, he tele-
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